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“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and
sells all that he has and buys that field.” (Matthew 13:44)
Jesus begins this parable with the word, “Again,” which indicates that “The Parable of the Hidden Treasure” is related to the previous
four parables spoken by Jesus in Matthew Chapter thirteen. The first four parables were spoken outside by the seashore in the
presence of the multitudes and His disciples (Matthew 13:1-3, 10).
However, Jesus promised His disciples that he would reveal to them mysteries of the Kingdom that the multitudes would not be
exposed to (Mt. 13:10-17). In “the Parable of The Hidden Treasure,” Jesus fulfills that promise. In Matthew 13:36, “Jesus sent the
multitude away and went into the house.” His disciples came into the house with Him, and He honored their request by explaining to
them the meaning of “The parable of the tares of the field” (Mt. 13:36c). Jesus promised to give an understanding of the parables to
those who are sons and daughters of His kingdom and to those who seek understanding (Mt. 13:51, 52).
After explaining in a private setting to His disciples the meaning of “The Parable of the Wheat and the tares,” Jesus then shared with
His disciples, “Again,” another parable—“The Parable of the Hidden Treasure.” The crowd had a curiosity about Jesus, but had made
no commitment to Jesus. When Jesus was going to reveal the secret or mystery to encountering and experiencing Kingdom joy, He
did not want to address the crowd; He only wanted to address the committed.
The question I propose to you at this point is this: Are you a part of the crowd, or are you a part of the committed? This message is
for the committed. If you are a part of the crowd, you can listen in, and I trust that you will be challenged and ultimately changed.
Jesus taught that when one understands the value of the Kingdom, they will also discover joy; that demands a total sacrifice. Joy is an
emotional high, based on valuable discovery or fact, worthy of total sacrifice.
Context is the key to understanding this parable. This was the first parable spoken in a private setting. That’s the key to the
interpretation of this parable.
The primary purpose of this parable was to convey to the disciples what would be necessary for them to experience an on-going
relationship with true joy. Jesus told a story here about a man who found a treasure in a field and hid it, because the man understood
its value. The man then goes and sells “all that he has and buys that field” (Mt. 13:44c). Jesus taught that the kingdom of heaven can
so grip a person that they are prepared to sacrifice everything.
I.

WHY DID THE MAN BUY THE FIELD WITH THE HIDDEN TREASURE?

Jesus answers that question: “and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field” (Mt. 13:44c). Jesus is clear that
the man was motivated to liquidate his assets and take the proceeds and purchase the field, not only because of the inestimable
value that he placed on the treasure hidden in the field, but also the “joy” over acquiring the treasure that’s hidden in the field. Joy is
perhaps the single most important motivation in life. We work for the joy of a paycheck.
It appears to me that most purchases are motivated by an estimate of the value gained and the joy received over the purchase. Cars,
clothes, houses, land, stocks, bonds, and even insurance buying decisions are driven by necessity, desires, value, and joy. The man
purchased the field because of the joy derived from owning the treasure hidden in the field.
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II.

WHAT WAS THE TREASURE IN THE FIELD?

Bible students debate: What does the “treasure” in this text refer to? Again, “the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.”
What is the treasure?
Some say the treasure is Israel, based on Exodus.
Some say the treasure is the church.
Some say the treasure is the Kingdom.
Some say the treasure is salvation.
Some say the treasure is us (people).
Unlike the first two parables in Matthew thirteen, Jesus does not explain the meaning of “The parable of the Hidden Treasure.” But He
did ask His disciples did they understand “all these things?” (Mt. 13:51). Therefore, it is absolutely imperative that we seek to
understand this parable.
I do not believe the “treasure” is salvation because one simply cannot purchase their salvation (Ephesians 2:8, 9).
I do not believe the “treasure” is exclusively Israel, although I believe the Jews and Israel is one of God’s treasures, as Herbert
Lockyear stated, “we are not satisfied that “the treasure” is the Jew exclusively.
It is possible that the “treasure” could be the church but I don’t think so, because from the days of the Bible through today,
although the church has brought much joy to people, it has also been the cause of much pain and disappointment to many. I
don’t believe the man liquidated His assets to purchase the church, unless we make the man, Jesus.
The “treasure” could be the present aspect of the Kingdom of God and heaven, but I believe Jesus had already conveyed that
to His disciples; and had commissioned them to preach the kingdom of heaven (Mt. 10:7). He may be pointing to another
aspect of Kingdom life.
The “treasure” could be us or people, but if the man who found the treasure is Christ, it is difficult to explain how He just
stumbled upon us; and why did He hide us?
I believe that the “treasure” hidden in the field is the joy of the Lord, intimacy with Christ, and the anointing of His presence
(Matthew 13:16, 17). The secret to understanding the treasure is recorded in Mt. 13:16, 17. The treasure is intimacy with Christ.
They were called to be with Him. Before He sent them out he called them in. (Acts 4:13)
III.

WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO SACRIFICE TO HAVE INTIMACY WITH CHRIST?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Rich young ruler
Abraham – Isaac
Material Items
Relationships

